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gentlemen of the fourth or fifth rank. The ordering of the
procession was not so elaborate as might have been expected
for it seemed likely at the moment that too lavish a display
might try the temper of the common people, and some of
the more ostentatious forms and ceremonies were either
omitted or abridged.

But Genji was careful not to let it seem that any of these
restrictions had been carried out to the detriment of one
lady rather than another. The Lady from the Village of
Falling Flowers had indeed nothing to complain of, for
Yugiri had been told off to wait upon her exclusively during
the whole ceremony. The gentlewomen and maids found
their quarters in the new house admirably fitted out with
every comfort and convenience, and they were louder than
ever in Genji's praises. About six days later the Empress
Akikonomu arrived from the Palace. The ceremony of her
arrival, though it had been intended that the whole move
should be as little ostentatious as possible, was necessarily
a very sumptuous and imposing affair. Not only had she
risen from obscurity to the highest place which a woman
can hold in the land, but she had herself advanced so much
in beauty and acquired so great a dignity of carriage and
mien that she now figured very large in the popular imagina-
tion, and crowds flocked the road wherever she was to pass.

The various quarters of which the New Palace was com-
posed were joined by numerous alleys and covered ways,
so that access from one to another was easy, and no one felt
that she had been bundled away into a corner. When the
ninth month came and the autumn leaves began to be at
there best, the splendours of Aldkonomu's new garden were
at last revealed, and indeed the sights upon which her
windows looked were indescribably lovely. One evening
when the crimson carpet was ruffled by a gusty wind, she
filled a little box with red leaves from different trees and